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T- is with a great deal of. Pleaſure 
that I have read over ſome late Pam- 
1 phlets touching the Liberty of his j 
„ © Majeſtys good Subjects, the Pro. 
| teſtant Diſſenters, in which, with great 
Force of Argument and Reaſon, has been 
|  thewn the Neceſſity and Advantage of 
2 taking 


0 


431 


taking off thoſe Hardſhips which at pre- 


_ tent Incapacitate them for ſerving the 


Government; 1 ſhould have been glad 
if ſome of them had carried the Matter 


4 little further then I find they have, 
and that they had more particularly in- 


_ ſiſted on the Sacramental Teſt, the which 
I ͤ take to be a Principal Grievance to the 


beſt of his Ma jeſtys Subjects. I make 
no Doubt but it appears to you Aa thing 


highly juſt, that thoſe | who are own'd 


real Friends to the Government, Should, 


at leaſt, have an equal | ſhare in it, with 
ſuſpected Enemies; that thoſe who have 


ſo often appeared in the Defence of the 
Government both in Church and State, 


ſhould in Gratitude have ſome favourable l 
Regards ſhew'd to them, and eſpecially 


in a time of common Danger, it muſt 
needs be for the Advantage of the Go. 
vernment, to have all its Friends render'd 


capable of ſerving it. But when I ” | 


0. many who are either blind to, . 
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and Favours to which their Relation and 


51 


prejudiced againſt theſe things, I 


hope you will Pardon me if I a little en- 


deavour to make it plain that its a point 
both of juſtice and Gratitude, and for the 
apparent Advantage of the Government, at 

this time of the Day, to let in all uſeful 
Hands. TH 


"Tat us conſider the matter a8 a point of - 


common Juſtice, and for my own part 1 


freely declare I have always been of Opi- 
nion, that as every one who will not ac- 


| knowledge the Legality of the Govern- 
ment under which he lives, nor promiſe 


Allegiance, to it; 33 can, have no juſt clai im to 


the Priveledges or ſo much 48 Protection of | 


that Government; fo, that every one who, 


bears true Fidelity and Subjection to it, ec. 


pecially thoſe who ire Zealouſly affected to 


its Intereſt (as in the Caſe of the Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenters/ to the preſent Govern. 
ment) ought to enjoy all the Tmmunities 


In- 


8 
Intereſts in that Government, do entitle 
them, without reſpect of Perſons. I do 


not ſay that the King; whoſe undoubted . 


Prerogative it is to chuſe his own Ser- 
voants, is oblidged thus P romiſcuouſſy to 
diſtribute his Favours; that muſt be left to 
his own will, to chuſe whom he in his Wiſ- 
dom ſhall think fit to ſerve him All thatl have 
my thoughts directed to is the In juſtice of 
of putting a conſiderable Number of the 
King's beſt Subjects and the Nations 
Friends under a Legal Incapacity of ſer- 
ving their King and Country, tho' the one 
| ſhou'd think them fit to be employed and 
and the other ſhould require their 
Alliftance, n f 


Let any Man new me a Good Reaſon 
2 why thoſe who are own'd to be in all Re- 
ſpects heartily in the Intereſt of the King- 
dom, and as capable in themſelves of ſer- 
ving it as others, ſhould yet be ſecluded 
| from ſuch ſervices becauſe they can't con- 
2» e N 


1 
ſorm to thoſe things, which, if obſerved 
would make them neither wiſer or better, 
more valuable in themſelves nor fitter to 
ſerve their Country. Where's the Juſtice 
of it that under a Pretence of Religion, 
and this when examined conſiſts only in a 
few outward Forms and bare Niceties ; 2 
Man ſhall be depriv'd of his natural and 
Civil Rights? I ſhould be glad it thoſe 
furious Gentlemen, who are ſo hot againſt 
the Diſſenters being admitted into the Ser- 
vices of the Government, would ſhew me 
wherein Chriſtianity has abridg'd a Man 
of his Civil Rights; or what Reaſon there 
is that a perſon ſhall be ſequeſtred from his 
Priviledges as a Man under a Pretence that 
be is no Chriſtian, or becauſe he does not 
Worthip God juſt in the ſame way as ſome 
others do. Are not the Diſſenters equally 
Subjccts of the ſame Government, born in 
5 the ſame Land, avowing the ſame common 
Political Principles, and as hearty as any 
in Tromoting the Honour of King GEORGE, 


in 


n 


U&] 


in Endeavours to ſecure the Proteſtant 


Religion, and to maintain the happy Set- 
tlement of the Crown in his Majeſty's I- 
Hiftrious Houſe. Nay are they not One 
with the Church of England in all her fun- 
damental Articles of Religion ? and for 
what Reaſon muſt they he treated with 
marks of Infamy, traduc'd as Enemies to 
the State as well as Schiſmaticks from the 


Church, and loaded with ſuch Hardſhips 


as not to be thought worthy to ſerve their 


Ring or Country in any Poſt of Honour, 


| Truſt or profit? Is not this very hard Treat” 
ment, might we not expect better from 
thoſe for whom and with whom we ſo 
long and patiently ſuffer'd > I hope the 
Time is at Hand that Juſtice will be done to 
the Friends of the Government, and all 


his Majeſtys Faithful Subjects ſhall 
be made eaſy and uſefull; till this be done 


1 muſt take the Liberty to ſay that the 


Prerogative it ſelf is brought under no ſmall 


Hardſhips while ee is depriv'd of the. 
Right 


Loi 


Right of employing the Hands oſ a confi 
derable Body of his moſt faithfull Subjects; 


and this, methinks, ſhould have a great 


Weight with thoſe in tlie eſtabliſht 


Church who are heartily in * George ; 
4 Intereſt. 


But not is ſtay upon a Topick ſo obvious 


would it not be as ungrateful as unjuſt to 
keep the Hands of thoſe ty'd from ſerving 
_ themſelves, who in time of Danger were 

Inſtruments, under God, of ſaving many of 

your Lives? Have not the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters allways ' appear'd in Favour and 
Defence of the Church, tho it manifeſtly 
interferd with their own Advantage, when 


it wasin imminentDanger,and threatnedwith 


Diſtructions either from Abroad or at Home, 

Noi their Enemies being Judges of the 
Truth of the Premiſes (and he muſt have a 

- ſuperiour Air of Impudence that dare deny 
it) hou / muſt their own Conſciences re- 


proach them for baſe ungratefull Creatures 
n”- - ſhould 
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ſhould they be willing continue ſuch a Load 


of Hardſhips upon theirProteſtant Bretheren, | 
who tho't no pains or Expence too much 


to ſerve them when they called for or want- 
ed their Help. Sure no ſober and conſide- 


rate Perſons but muſt bluſh at the 


Thought of ſuch Hardſhips continu'd upon 
uch Friends as theſe, 


But cou'd we « Gavel Men to have Loſt 
all ſence of Honour, ſurely their own Intereſt 
| ſhould oblidge them to do their Friends 
Juſtice: Is it not every way for the ſervice 
and Advantage of the Government to make 


it ſelf as ſtrong and formidable as it can, by 
making all, who are willing, capable to 
ſerve it? For ſuppoſe that the Church- 


Whip-Intereſt was able to ſupport it ſelf 


without the Help of the Diſſenters; I can't 
think it would be either injurious or impo- 
litick to ſecure further Help, when it may 


* 


be obtain d upon ſo eaſy Terms. But that | 


this Party cannot ſupport themſelves Or 


the 


iN 


Tiny 


the Government, without the Aſſiſtance of 


the Proteſtant Diſſenters, is manifeſt to a 
Demonſtration, if you conſider their great 
Intereſt in all Elections of Members of 
Parliament, that there are not ſufficient 
of the Church Whigs, in many parts of the 


Kingdom, to ſupply the Commiſſions of 


Peace, or to make up the vacant Offices in 
the Militia, the which are of no ſmall 
| Conſequence to the ſupport of a Govern- 
ment, as well as the Eaſe and Happineſs 
of a Subject. Have not the Whigs in many 
Places loſt their Elections, of - Mayors, Ab. 
dermen, Cc. as well as in London, of Com- 
mon- Council- Men, for want of proper Per- 
ſons to ſet up? Were we not oblidged in 
the late Rebellion, to call in a Foreign Al. 


ſiſtance to defend the Nation, becauſe the 


Diſſenters, who were willing and ready to 
appear againſt the Kings Enemies, in that 
Qtitical Juncture, were unqualified to ſerve 


in proper Poſts. Nay if ſuch an uuhappy 


Exigence ſhould again call for Alliſtance 


Wi ich , 


——— 


Wong, . * — "_— — Y 8 
— Han 8 * Lib, * 4 oy 
＋ + =. 2 . 51 b c g s ws — - " —— — 
— <4 * 8 s : 2 s, GE gas” *:. 8 By . 9 : —— — 2 m on a 8 
I —— ay. 3 9 . 2 AAAS. r nn CH kW — —_ — K 4 4 n 
as , 1 _— CY . A 4 1 » ils. % 6 4a. 
— ' __. IS . — ——— jail — ; g _ N . 0 Ty 
— 2 TR Pr" . 7 F * 1 * * 1 — — 20h . a es ts * _ 
" * 2 1 3 > 1 1 L A 
5 R a 


Aa... - m 4 
S 


(which God forbid,) are the Kings Friends 
in the Eſtabliſht Church, capable to make 
| Head againſt his Enemies therein, without 
the Concurrent Help of the Proteſtant Dil- 
ſenters? Pardon me if I think they are 
not. | 


. 80 that it appears to me highly neceſſa- 
ry to make all Capable, who are heartily 
willing, to ſerve their King and Country 
In time of Danger. In ſhort, if their be 
any Juſtice on their ſide in this Affair, it 
any Gratitude to be ſhewn to em from 
their Friends in the Eſtabliſhment, if any 

Service to the Nation, to be obtain d by 
the Help of Proteſtant Diſſenters, they 


have a Claim as Engliſhmen,and good Subjects, 
as Zealous in King GEOGE's Intereſt, and 


that of their Country, to the knocking off 
their incapacitating Shackles. And ſince 
theſe things are undeniably true, how can 
any approve themſelves hearty Friends, 
to our r King, who are unvilling to allow 


kim 


I [ 13 1 


| him, the Hands and Help of fo many his 


Faithful Subjects, of whoſe Loyalty and 


Zeal, he has Graciouſly declar'd himſelf 


to be fully convinced. I hope 1 have 


5 | now made it appear both reaſonable and ER 
_ neceſſary, to let all his Majeſtys Faithful 
Subjects have a Right (as they have alrea- 


dy a Heart) to ſerve him, if he ſhall think 


| fitto employ them. 


4 + The Grand Queſtion no wilt be; "what 
= method 1 13 proper to be taken to this pur- 
| poſe; if by the Miniſters among em you 


may judge of the Sentiments of the Peo- 


ple; they declare that they do not ſo 
much as expect or deſire any thing that 
ought to give any one the leaſt Diſtur- 


bance, all that they wiſh for is, that they 
may be made Capable of Serving their 
King and Country, without diſhonouring 
their God, or doing violence to their W- ·D 
Conſciences; the Act which en Joyns a To- 
-w CORR to the Church, of all em. 


ploy d 


* 


ploy d in any Office, &c. under the King, 


zs generally {aid to be an Act to * 


RY * the Diſſenters have all along = 
diſallowed the practice of Occafional Con- 


formity, while others of em have approv'd 


of it, and adher d to the Practice thereof. 


Thoſe who have not ſo good a liking to it, 
tho? they dare not condemn the Perſons of 
thoſe who have Occaſionally Conform'd as 


Hypocrites, yet cou'd not forbear thinking 


the practice unjuſtifyable; nay common Ex. 


| perience informs us, that thoſe who among 7 
the Diſſenters have thus Conſorm d fears | 


of it, have generally been cenſur'd and 
Condemn'd as Hypocr ites. Since therefore 


our Legiſlators have it in their Hearts to 
caſe his Majeſtys good Subjects the Proteſ- 


tant Diſſenters, and to render em ſervicear 


ble, by removing what hinders their being 


0, it is to be hoped that they will take a» | 


[is] 
way that Temptation, which may have 
been a Snare to many, otherwiſe wel! 


meaning Perſons, and which has maniteſtly 


expos'd *em to Reproach, by laying aſide 
the Sacramental Teſt. And that this can 


be of no Diſſervice either to the Church 
or State, or any offence. to thoſe who ane 
ſerious and hearty in the Intereſt of either, 
will be undeniably evident from the 
Sequel. 2 


I muſt TH leave to ask 8 AI 


= the Sacrament as a Teſt for a Poſt, be con- 
ſonant to the Deſign of our Lord in Inſtitu. 


ting that Solemn Ordinance, in Comme- 


moration of his own Sufferings and Death ? 


Whether it be not a Proſtitution of the 


Ordinance to wrong and bad Purpoſes ? 


Whether it has not a Tendency to take of 


that Veneration, which Chriſtians ought 
_ always to maintain tor ſo Holy and uſeful 
an Inſtitution ? Whether many have not 
been forc d to eat and Drink Judgment to 


them- 
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themſelves, while they have come to this 


ſpecial Ordinance both Ignorant, and Pro- 
phane, to qualify themſelves for a Civil 
Employ ? whether many upon this Ac- 
count have not been brought under this Mi- 
0 abt Dilemma that either they mnſt do 


Violence to their Conſciences or ſuffer them- 


ſelves and Families to ſtarve? Pardon me 
one Query more whether we may not fear 
that this is a National Sin, and Provokes 
God to be angry with us? I wiſh I could 
Sive a Negative Anſwer to theſe Queſtions 
bnt it behoves me to be ſilent and to leave 


the Determination to Wiſer Heads. 1 hope 
the Right Reverend the Biſhops will not 


think this Affair unworthy their Conſide- 
ration. The Conſciencious Clergy: of the 
Church of England, know this to be a Hard. 
1 ſhip upon them, and many of them have 
| actually complain'd of the Burthen, that , 
they muſt be forced, tho? againſt their Con- 
ſciences to adminiſter the Solemn Ordinance 


of the Lords Supper to Perſons of known 


gp Scan- 


g 


Enz 5 
1 Un and Debaucht practices 
| when they dave demanded it as a Qualifi- 
cation ſor a Place of Profit or Honour. It 
2 that this is not often the 
- Caſe, ii it be not it muſt proceed from want 
| of a tender Conſcience in the Clergy, tos 
Ian well ſatisfied among ſo many Offices 
which require this Qualification, there muſt | 
not be a few unfit for that holy Communion 
who. yet are obliged to take it or ſpoil their 
Preferments. Why ſhould 1 take Notice 
of the many in Commiſſion by Land and 
Sea, do but think what a Number of Officers 
| there are employ'd in the Cuſtoms and E-. 
caſe, all of which are oblidged to take the 
Sacramental Teſt and you will eaſily be led 
to believe that a great many have took it 
unworthily. At whoſe Door the Si lies 
26 bot WF Buſineſs to enquire, 


a 
But if after all it 1 
| that this Teft ſhould ſtill continue, tho 
| there may be many among the Diſſenters 
bes | 6 that 


, 

that may prevail npon themſelves to take 
it, I am confident there would be greater 
Numbers as well qualified to ſerve the Go- 


vernment kept back becauſe they dare not 


take it with ſuch a View. Nay whether 
many of theEſtabliſhtChurch *emſelves who 
have conſtantly conformed to it, and at- 
tended its Ordinances, have not thro a ten- 
der Conſcience and conviction in their own 
| Mind of the unlawfulneſs, refuſed to take 
the Sacrament, when they have been gal- 
led to receive it as a teſt, is a thing not 
to be diſputed, Inſtances are too many to 
take Notice of them. If therefore we have 
any Regard to the Honour of God, any 
Value for our King, any Concern for the 
Peace and Proſperity of our Country, any 
Deſire to promote pure and uudefiled 
_ Chriſtianity, or Care to ſecure the Peace of 


our Conſciences, we muſt ſure eſteem the 4 


Sacramental Teſt an unhappy Grievance, = 
5 12 am ſure 1 Wel the Mind of many, : 


and = 


A 
and thoſe who are otherwiſe minded 1 
pray God reveail even this unto them. 


But beſides the Suſpiciouſnes at beſt 
of the thing it felf, its very plain the 4 
End Defign'dis not anſwered by it, either — 


28 to Church or State; for how many have 
come to theSacrament partook of it as aTeſt, 
and yet all the while have cither been mea- 
ning the Maſs comeing to it as tranſubſtan- 
tiated Bread and Wine, or elſe have received 
them as common Elements; the papiſts as 
ſuch can take it in no other ſence, In the 
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Time of the Rebellion, how many, who not A 1 
only took the uſual oaths to the Government, | 
but the Sacrament to, as a Teſt for their 1 
Places, were openly engaged in a black and 1 
horrid defign to bring in the Pretender and 5 1 


with him rere and Slavery. 


Theſe are undeniable Matters of Fact. They 
knew very well that {an eaſy Diſpenſation - j 
| might be had for all this; Nay it is not to = 


1 ] : 
be doubted but that many have taken theſe 
things with A Diſpenſation from their Pre- 


| tended Holy Father, the Pope to break them 


on the firſt convenient ſeaſon that oſfer d; 


ſuch is the Treachery and Diſſimulation of | 
the Papiſts that they can aſſume any Shape 
and turn themſelves into * form to 88 


a Torn, 


Its REN that this can be no Bar to | the | 
bapiſts in the way of preferment ; but all 
the while many thouſand Coulcientious Pro- | 


: tea are excluded by it. 


But * I; am very apt to think PX 
notwithſtanding the Multitudes who have 


took the Oaths to King GEORGE while 
they had a ſquint Eye at the Pretender, 


and deſign'd to keep them no longer then 


while they had an Opportunity to break 
them; the ſolemnity of an Oath does yet 


fixagreater Awe upon the Conſciences of the 


| Genenality, of Perſons den ale ſeriwuſneſs 


| of 


FF 


* 5 


do it, & that if a ſolemn Oath which the 

ſacred Scriptures have made to be the End 
ol all Controverſy will not keep Men to their 
Duty and Allegiance 1 am very Confident 


©: 403 
of a Sacrament which crouds partake of not 
knowing what they do, nor wherefore they 


taking theSacramentagaTeſt ill Never do i it. 


1 now a ded Teſt be no ge- 


curity to the Government from Papiſts or 


others its avowed Enemies; if it be a mani- 


feſt Hindrance to à great Number of his 
Najeſty's Proteſtant Diſſenting Subjects, 
7 from ſerving in any Office or Employ under 
him. Thope our Legiſlators will take it into 
| Conſideration whether it be not Proper to 


lay it aſide. If theſe ſhort Hints may 


be of any Service I ha my Ends. I con- 


L : clude with my hearty Prayers to almighty 


God, to Preſerve the perſon of our Right- 
ful and Lawfull Proteſtant Sovereign King 


GEORGE, to direct both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment to Proper Meaſures for the Securing | 


our 


[22] 
our Peace and Happineſs, and to unite 
and. Engage the Hands of all faithful Sub- 
jects in one Common Intereſt, which is 
that of our King, our Country, the Proteſ- | 

tant Religion and Succeſſion, that ſo peace 

may continually dwell in our Wah and Pro- 
ſpexity within our Palaces 


I am, ne ae bf 
Sir, your moſt 
Obedient Servant, Cc. 
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